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OCATED NEAR
SMITHTON, A
SMALL FARMING
COMMUNITY IN
NW TASMANIA,

{ THE CAMPSITE HAS

OPERATED AS A NON-PROFIT

] ORGANISATION SINCE

§ THE EARLY 1970°S AND IS

I ADMINISTERED BY A BOARD
§ OF 9 PEOPLE. RIVERBEND

COVERS ROUGHLY 16

d{ ACRES, BORDERED BY

THE DUCK RIVER, A MAJOR

§ SOURCE OF WATER SUPPLY

FOR FARMERS. ALL THE
FACILITIES ARE UNDER ONE
ROOF, WHICH IN THE WINTER
MONTHS IS A DRAW CARD AS
THE WEATHER AT TIMES IS
RAIN, RAIN, AND MORE RAIN.

Riverbend was birthed from
a vision of a number of people
within the Circular Head region.
Mr. Doug Poke was involved at
Camp Clayton, in Ulverstone.
He dreamed of having a campsite
in Circular Head, so children
didn’t have to travel so far. Others
were quick to jump on board. Mr.

joined together to fulfil this vision,
and to have spiritual oversight;
Forest, Stanley, Montagu, Edith
Creek (now closed), Marrawah and
Smithton Christian Fellowship.

It’s amazing to see how the
hand of God has been on the
construction of this wonderful
complex.

It’s amazing to see how thethandiof
God has been on the construction
of this wonderful complex.

Trevor Marshall, Mr. Bob Sayer,
Mr. Mackie Popowski, Mr. Ernie
& Millie Quilliam, Mr. Murray
Poke, Mr. Darcy King, and Mr.
Glen Gale, along with others I'm
sure, played a part over some
years in bringing the vision to life.
This group were keen to share the
dream with their assemblies. The
following Brethren Fellowships

Due to the generosity of two of
the founders, Mr. Ernie and Mrs.
Millie (Amelia) Quilliam, 16 acres of
farming ground was donated. The
land was cleared after many working
bees, and the site was ready. In 1968
the Main dining hall and dormitories
were purchased. The dormitories
were originally single-men’s quarters
at the Port Latta smelter.
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They were purchased for $1200.00
and consisted of 22 rooms, one end
for girls and the other for boys.
Some rooms were made bigger to
accommodate more beds. Today
there are 54 beds in the girls, and 52
beds in the boys dorms. The dining
hall was a disused warehouse, which
was purchased from the Agricultural
Bank for $80.00. The warehouse
was dismantled and transported
to Riverbend for installation. The
original kitchen was built to conjoin
the dormitories and dining hall, and

was ready for the first Children’s camp,

held in January 1970. In the years
following a house was purchased for
$100 to become the caretaker’s house.
Working bees were conducted to
relocate the house. 4 Flats were also
added at the rear of the property to
accommodate a further 28 people.

A second house was built in 1998

to accommodate more workers.
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Today the total number we can
accommodate is 149 people.

The main aim of the camp
was to hold outreach camps for
children. Not much has changed
in 39 years. The main focus
then is still the same today. The
children still come for 5 days,
and are given the opportunity to
hear about Jesus each day, and
participate in activities which are
jam packed full of fun.
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and colleges, youth groups,
birthday parties, and a number
of day users.

In 1980 the front of the building
was added. This was an Old
Sawmill located behind Smithton
High School. As the High School
had no use for the Sawmill, the
Education Department decided
to tender the building off. Mr
Poke put in an offer for $10.00
and was awarded the tender.

The main, aim of the camp was to
hold outreach camps for children.

Not much has changed in 39 years. |

The main focus then is stillithe

same today.

One thing we don’t do today is
hold rodeos where the children
were allowed to ride “poddy’
calves and sheep. Back in those
days Riverbend had its own
horses which were quite a hit
with the kids. The building has
been used for children’s camps,
funerals, concerts, weddings,
conferences, cricket, football,
wedding anniversaries, Church
camps, primary/high schools
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when school camps arrive. You'll
often see them showing the kids
around the campsite, and hanging

Although camp Iife can be tough Outwiththem. They have graspgd
at times, we WOUIdn,t Want to be the job as much as us. They help in

the kitchen, run the canteen, help
a nywh ere e I se. with cleaning, take the garbage out,

mow lawns, and just turn up at the
right time to offer assistance.

As a couple we have also grown
closer, as we partner together to
fulfil God’s ministry here. We've
found how much we compliment
each other. I'm amazed at how well
Michelle and I have settled into
the role. If you'd asked a couple of
years ago if we could cook for up to
130 people, we would've run in the
opposite direction. But now cooking
for larger numbers, even though it’s
hard, doesn't frighten us anymore.

In the future we wish to carry out
some short term mission work.
Riverbend is part of the training
ground. All these opportunities are
providing us with experience for the
bigger things that are yet to come,
which we are looking forward to.

Many working bees were held to the lawns, carry out maintenance,
dismantle, transfer and erect the wash up after meals, and assist
building. The building was used with the running of activities just to
to construct the main entrance, name a few. Our load is lightened
gymnasium, games room, lounge,  with other volunteers, a number of
office space and the chapel area “locals’, young adults and teenagers
and adjoined the dining hall. who want to be involved in whatever
Riverbend now had a multi way they can. Believe it or not one
purpose centre all under one roof.  of the highlights of camp life is
Surplus parts of the building were ~ when the cleaning has to be done.
sent to construct another camp site  Michelle and I usually find ourselves
now called Woodfield Lodge. God  singing songs of praise to our maker
blessed Riverbend with a great whilst cleaning the toilets. The toilet
facility, and also blessed another block has the best acoustic sound
camp site used for His work. for singing, as it makes you sound
There have been many Caretakers  like a professional singer. We enjoy
at Riverbend. We’ve been here nearly meeting new people, listening to
2 years now, and are loving it. How  their stories, sharing life with them,
blessed we are to be serving God in  and in some cases being a witness.
this ministry. Although camp life For some people we meet, we are the
can be tough at times, we wouldnt  only Bible they’ll ever read. These

want to be anywhere else. Our roles  acts of service often stick in their Blessin
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here at camp are many, varied, and = minds and influence their decision I "#$(%#&I (' |)$*+## P l '

physically draining. We cook, clean, to come back again. Who knows, our Riverbend Youth Centre, Smithton Tasmania
answer telephones, remove garbage, actions may cause a person to turn
take bookings, run errands, mow to God. Read the whole article at
Our girls, Emily (13) and Vanessa ~ www.christianvenues.org.au/
(11), have become social butterflies =~ communicator
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